137
HOW TO QUENCH IT?
Elsewhere in these columns the reader will see "A
Seeker's" letter* in which he has asked a question M'hich
must have occurred to everyone. The beauty lies in the way
in which he has introduced the question. He has depicted
the present conflagration in such lurid colours that violence
cannot but stink in our nostrils. The reader is sure instinc-
tively to exclaim: "Even if it were possible to win the king-
dom of the world by means of such violence, I would not
have it.35
* "A SEEKER'S" QUESTION
The Editor, Harijan
Sir,
You must be reading in the papers how the war between
Germany and England is being waged. Aeroplanes filled with
thousands of incendiary bombs do untold havoc, and newspapers
and broadcasts describe with pleasure the amount of injury each
side is able to inflict on the other. The general public is consoled
by being told that the damage done in the enemy couniry is greater
than what the enemy has done in theirs. It is said that military
objectives are the sole targets of the raiders; but ii is impossible
to believe that, flying at great heights and often through smoke
screens, the bombers can really take proper aim. And then we
hear from both sides of the 'successful1 blockades* the object of
which is to spread famine; and famine must necessarily, more
than even bombs, hurt the civilian population.
Is it impossible for these belligerents to think in terms
of humanity and stop this carnage? How can any good ever come
out of war? And must we not, therefore, declare ourselves un-
reservedly against war for or against anybody or any ideology-?
There must be many godly people in the warring countries
who think in this way but have not the strength to raise their voice
in protest. May we not help them to do so and at the same time
rouse the sleeping conscience of all thinking people?
Yours
A Seeker
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